
 

  

 
 
 
 

This community contains Brown Stringybark 
(Eucalyptus baxteri) as the dominant tree, but with Pink 
Gum (Eucalyptus fasciculosa) and/or Cup Gum 
(Eucalyptus cosmophylla) also present. The understorey 
is dominated by mid-dense heathy shrubs (typically 
30% -70% combined cover). Where Brown Stringybark 
is the only overstorey tree present, this is described as 
a separate community (code WM1801PE). 

Figure 1: Pre-European mapping of Brown Stringybark (Eucalyptus 
baxteri) + Pink Gum (E. fasciculosa) + Cup Gum (E. cosmophylla) Low 
Woodland/Open Forest within Hills and Fleurieu Landscape region 

Distribution within the Hills and Fleurieu 
Brown Stringybark in combination with Pink Gum 
and/or Cup Gum occurs on the slightly drier margins of 
where Brown Stringybark is the sole dominant tree. 
The community’s main occurrence is between Kyeema 

and Nangkita, with small occurrences at Horsnell Gully, 
Crafers West and Hindmarsh Valley. This community 
occurs on relatively infertile soils and has not been 
extensively cleared: Of the 3,000 ha mapped as being 
present before European settlement, 2,275 ha (75%) 
has been mapped in the Department for Environment 
and Water’s extant mapping (Data SA 2025). 

 
Brown Stringybark (Eucalyptus baxteri) over Cup Gum (Eucalyptus 
cosmophylla) over dense heathy understorey. Dry rocky slope at 
Cleland National Park (Source S Croft 2025) 

Landform and aspect 
Exposed slopes and ridges largely on north and 
westerly aspects (Specht and Perry 1948). 

Soil types 
Well-drained, usually sandy or gravelly soils of low 
fertility (Nicolle 2013). 

Rainfall 
Approximately 600 mm to 900 mm per annum. 

Revegetation 
A table of plant species likely to have occurred in this 
community is provided at the end of this document. 

Vegetation Community Profile 
Brown Stringybark (Eucalyptus baxteri) + Pink Gum (Eucalyptus 
fasciculosa) + Cup Gum (Eucalyptus cosmophylla) Low Woodland/ 
Open Forest (ML0404PE) 



 

 

Please note that the list includes species likely to occur 
across the plant community’s entire range within the 
Hills and Fleurieu Landscape region. There may be 
other plant species that occurred on your property 
with a more restricted distribution. A native plant 
nurseries list can be found on the Landscapes Hills and 
Fleurieu website. 
 

Vegetation structural layers 
Tree Layer 
The dominant trees are Brown Stringybarks, with 
Pink Gum and Cup Gum present at lower densities. 
The trees occur as multi-trunked trees, up to 10 m 
tall. On highly skeletal soils, Cup Gum may be less 
than 2 m tall. The combined canopy cover is variable, 
ranging from Low Woodand (10% - 30%) to denser 
Low Open Forest (30% - 70%) formations. In this 
community, Brown Stringybark is present at the 
lower rainfall limits and/or lower soil fertility limits of 
its distribution within the Hills and Fleurieu. Where 
rainfall and/or soil fertility increases, Brown 
Stringybark becomes the sole dominant and a taller 
tree and is described as a separate community, 
Brown Stringybark (Eucalyptus baxteri) (Low) 
Woodland/Open Forest (WM1081PE). 

Shrub Layer 
The understorey is dominated by densely-spaced 
heath-like shrubs including Beaked Hakea (Hakea 
rostrata), Heath Tea-tree (Leptospermum 
myrsinoides), Common Oak-bush (Allocasuarina 
muelleriana), Large-leaf Bush Pea (Pultenaea 
daphnoides), Common Heath (Epacris impressa), 
Leafless Bitter-pea (Daviesia brevifolia), Flame Heath 
(Stenanthera conostephioides) and Yacca 
(Xanthorrhoea semiplana ssp. semiplana) being 
common. The combined shrub cover is typically 30% 
– 70%. 

Groundcover Layer 
Sedges and herbs, particularly Wire Rapier-sedge 
(Lepidosperma semiteres), Pale Fanflower (Scaevola 
albida) and Small-leaf Raspwort (Gonocarpus 
tetragynus) can form a dense ground cover. The 
cover of sedges may be 10% or more. 

 

Caring for Country and native vegetation 
This vegetation community reflects the landscapes and 
ecosystems that existed at the time of European 
colonisation. First Nations peoples have cared for these 
lands for thousands of years, maintaining deep 
connections to Country through knowledge, culture, 
and stewardship. This guide supports efforts to 
understand, protect and restore native vegetation in a 
way that respects those enduring relationships. 
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Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. This 
license allows the data to be copied and distributed in 
any medium or format, remixed, transformed and built 
upon, for any purpose, including commercially, as long 
as appropriate credit is given.



 

  

Brown Stringybark (Eucalyptus baxteri) + Pink Gum (Eucalyptus fasciculosa) + Cup Gum (Eucalyptus cosmophylla) Low Woodland/ 
Open Forest (ML0404PE) 
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 Pollination Links to further information 

TREES (combined cover typically 20 - 50%) 
Eucalyptus baxteri Brown Stringybark Y S N 

 
Insect (Bees) https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Myrtaceae/Eucalyptus/Eucalypt

us_baxteri.html  
Eucalyptus cosmophylla Cup Gum Y S N 

 
Birds (Honeyeaters), 
Possums, Insects (Bees) 

https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Myrtaceae/Eucalyptus/Eucalypt
us_cosmophylla.html  

Eucalyptus fasciculosa Pink Gum Y S N 
 

Insects https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Myrtaceae/Eucalyptus/Eucalypt
us_fasciculosa.html  

Exocarpos cupressiformis Native Cherry N S, C Sc D  Insect Exocarpos cupressiformis - Australian Native Plants Society 
(Australia) 

MEDIUM AND TALL SHRUBS (combined cover 30 - 50%) 
Acacia myrtifolia Myrtle Wattle Y S HW, Sc 

  
https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Fabaceae/Acacia/Acacia_myrtif
olia.html  

Acacia spinescens Spiny Wattle Y S HW, Sc 
 

Insect (Beetles, Wasps, 
Bees) 

https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Fabaceae/Acacia/Acacia_spines
cens.html  

Allocasuarina muelleriana 
ssp. muelleriana 

Common Oak-bush Y S N 
 

Wind Slaty Sheoak | TreeProject 

Allocasuarina striata Stalked Oak-bush Y S CS 
 

Wind https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Casuarinaceae/Allocasuarina/A
llocasuarina_striata.html  

Brachyloma ericoides ssp. 
ericoides 

Brush Heath N S 
 

D  Insect https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Ericaceae/Brachyloma/Brachylo
ma_ericoides_ssp._ericoides.html  

Calytrix tetragona Common Fringe-myrtle Y C N 
 

Insect (Native Bees, Honey 
Bees, Wasps, Hoverflies, 
Butterflies, Moths, Beetles, 
Flies) 

https://www.anbg.gov.au/gnp/gnp2/calytrix-tetragona.html  

Daviesia brevifolia Leafless Bitter-pea Y S HW 
 

Insect (Bees) https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Fabaceae/Daviesia/Daviesia_br
evifolia.html  

Daviesia ulicifolia ssp. 
ulicifolia 

Gorse Bitter-pea Y S HW, Sc 
 

Insect (Bees) https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Fabaceae/Daviesia/Daviesia_uli
cifolia_ssp._incarnata.html  

Dillwynia hispida Red Parrot-pea Y S, C HW 
 

Insect  Dillwynia hispida 
Grevillea lavandulacea ssp. 
lavandulacea 

Spider-flower Y S, C N 
 

Bird, Insect https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Proteaceae/Grevillea/Grevillea_
lavandulacea_ssp._lavandulacea.html  
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 Pollination Links to further information 

Hakea carinata Erect Hakea Y S N 
 

Insect https://www.picturethisai.com/care/propagate/Hakea_carinat
a.html  

Hakea rostrata Beaked Hakea Y S N 
 

Insect https://www.australianplants.com/plants.aspx?id=1294  
Hakea rugosa Dwarf Hakea Y S N 

 
Insect https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Proteaceae/Hakea/Hakea_rugo

sa.html  
Leptospermum myrsinoides Heath Tea-tree Y S, C N 

 
Insect https://www.anbg.gov.au/leptospermum/leptospermum-

myrsinoides.html  
Leucopogon virgatus var. 
virgatus 

Common Beard-heath N S, C St 
 

Insect https://wtlandcare.org/details/leucopogon-virgatus/  

Platylobium obtusangulum Holly Flat-pea Y S, C N, Sm 
 

Insect (Bees) https://treeproject.org.au/seedlings/common-flat-pea/  
Pultenaea daphnoides Large-leaf Bush Pea Y S, C HW, Sc 

 
Insect (Bees) https://treeproject.org.au/seedlings/large-leaf-bush-pea-or-

bitter-pea/  
Pultenaea involucrata Mount Lofty Bush-pea N S, C HW, Sc 

 
Insect (Bees) https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Fabaceae/Pultenaea/Pultenaea

_involucrata.html  
Pultenaea trinervis Three-nerve Bush-pea N S, C HW, Sc 

 
Insect (Bees) https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Fabaceae/Pultenaea/Pultenaea

_trinervis.html  
Spyridium thymifolium Thyme-leaf Spyridium N S HW, Sc 

 
Insect https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Rhamnaceae/Spyridium/Spyrid

ium_thymifolium.html  
Stenanthera conostephioides Flame Heath N S, C HW, Sc, 

GA 
D  Bird https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Ericaceae/Stenanthera/Stenant

hera_conostephioides.html  
Xanthorrhoea semiplana ssp. 
semiplana 

Yacca Y S N 
 

Insect (Honeybees, 
Butterflies, Beetles) 

https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Asphodelaceae/Xanthorrhoea/
Xanthorrhoea_semiplana_ssp._semiplana.html  

LOW SHRUBS (combined cover 10 - 30%) 
Dillwynia sericea Showy Parrot-pea Y S, C HW, Sc 

 
Insect https://resources.austplants.com.au/plant/dillwynia-sericea/  

Epacris impressa Common Heath N S, C DS, HW D  Bird, Insect (Native Bees, 
Butterflies) 

https://anpsa.org.au/plant_profiles/epacris-impressa/  

Hibbertia devitata Smooth Guinea-flower N C 
 

D  Insect https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Dilleniaceae/Hibbertia/Hibberti
a_devitata.html  

Hibbertia riparia Bristly Guinea-flower Y C 
 

D  Insect https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Dilleniaceae/Hibbertia/Hibberti
a_riparia.html  

Hibbertia virgata Twiggy Guinea-flower N C 
 

D  Insect https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Dilleniaceae/Hibbertia/Hibberti
a_virgata.html  

Isopogon ceratophyllus Horny Cone-bush Y S, C N 
  

https://anpsa.org.au/plant_profiles/isopogon-ceratophyllus/ 
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 Pollination Links to further information 

Pimelea octophylla Woolly Riceflower N S, C N 
 

Insect https://vicflora.rbg.vic.gov.au/flora/taxon/f3baff79-d9a3-
475a-97d4-2dd7e05e4cfe  

Styphelia humifusa Cranberry Heath N C N D  Bird, Insect (Wasps, Moths, 
Beetles) 

https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Ericaceae/Styphelia/Styphelia_
exarrhena.html  

MAT PLANTS (combined cover 1 - 5%) 
Kennedia prostrata Scarlet Runner Y S, C HW   Insect (Bees) https://treeproject.org.au/seedlings/running-postman/  
Schoenus breviculmis Matted Bog-rush N 

    
https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Cyperaceae/Schoenus/Schoen
us_breviculmis.html  

SEDGE/ TUSSOCKS (combined cover 1 - 10%) 
Dianella revoluta var. 
revoluta 

Black-anther Flax-lily Y S, D N 
 

Insect (Bees) https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Asphodelaceae/Dianella/Dianel
la_revoluta_var._revoluta.html  

Lepidosperma semiteres Wire Rapier-sedge N S, D 
  

Wind https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Cyperaceae/Lepidosperma/Lep
idosperma_semiteres.html  

Lomandra micrantha ssp. 
micrantha 

Small-flower Mat-rush Y S, D N D  Insect (Bees, Butterflies, 
Beetles) 

https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Asparagaceae/Lomandra/Loma
ndra_micrantha_ssp._micrantha.html  

Lomandra multiflora ssp. 
dura 

Hard Mat-rush Y S, D N 
 

Insect (Bees, Butterflies, 
Beetles) 

FACT-SHEET_Lomandra_multiflora.pdf 

TWINER/ SCRAMBLERS (combined cover < 1%) 
Billardiera cymosa ssp. 
cymosa 

Sweet Apple-berry Y S, D, 
C 

N 
 

Insect Billardiera cymosa — Fleurieu Environment Centre  

Cassytha glabella f. dispar Slender Dodder-laurel Y S N 
 

Insect Cassytha glabella f. dispar 

HERBS (combined cover 1 - 10%) 
Burchardia umbellata Milkmaids Y S N 

 
Insect Burchardia umbellata | Australian Plants Society 

Caesia calliantha Blue Grass-lily Y S CS 
 

Insect https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Asphodelaceae/Caesia/Caesia_
calliantha.html  

Cheiranthera alternifolia Hand-flower Y C N 
 

 Cheiranthera alternifolia 
Gonocarpus tetragynus Small-leaf Raspwort Y S, C N D  insect https://syzygium.xyz/saplants/Haloragaceae/Gonocarpus/Go

nocarpus_tetragynus.html  
Goodenia blackiana Native Primrose N S, C So D  Insect How to Propagate Black's goodenia 

Laxmannia orientalis Dwarf Wire-lily N S, D 
  

Wind Search 

Persoonia juniperina Prickly Geebung N S, C 
 

D  Insect Persoonia juniperina 

Scaevola albida Pale Fanflower Y S, C N 
 

Insect (Bees, Butterflies) Scaevola-albida-Small-fruit-Fanflower.pdf 



 

 

If cells are blank, no information was readily available at the time of writing. 

* Nursery Availability     

N = No   
Y = Yes 

  

** Propagation Method     

C = Cuttings 
  

D = Division 
  

S = Seedlings 
  

***Seed Treatment Code Treatment name Procedure 

CS Cold Storage Stored at 3 to 5 degrees Celsius 
DS Dark Storage Seed stored out of direct sunlight 
GA Gibberelic Acid  
HW Hot Water Water just off the boil poured over the seed and allowed to stand for 8 - 24 hours 
N None   
Sc Scarify Mechanical abrasion of seed coat e.g. lightly scratch with sandpaper 
Sm Smoke Soaking seeds in smoke water  
So Soak Seed placed in rainwater for 24 hours 
St Stratify Seed placed in freezer for 2 weeks 

****Seed Propagation Difficulty 

D = Difficult   
 
 
 


