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Overview 

This is the largest cell within the plan and 
encompasses a high diversity of habitats and 
high conservation values within the region. 
The large, connected and relatively intact 
vegetation parcels protected by the National 
Park (NP), limited access from the water 
except by boat to pocket beaches, and 
rugged coastal cliffs has largely protected 
this area from threatening processes 
experienced by much of the Fleurieu 
coastline. Supporting multiple species of 

high conservation flora, fauna and ecological 
communities, the cell is an important 
representation of coastal biodiversity species 
and values within state and national 
priorities. The Pages offshore islands also 
support high value conservation species, 
with a diverse range of seabird breeding 
species and one of the largest Australian Sea 
Lion (Neophoca cinerea) breeding and haul 
out sites in Australia. 
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Cell Details  

This cell extends from the western end of Tunkalilla Beach approximately 19km to Fishery Beach including the 
coastal slopes, cliffs, coastal creeks, five estuaries and seven pocket beaches of Deep Creek National Park to 
Fishery Beach. This cell also includes The Pages Islands (north and south, covering 20Ha) and an associated reef 
within The Pages Conservation Park, approximately 13.5km south of the mainland in Backstairs Passage. The cell is 
in the District Council of Yankalilla local government area. 

Tenure, Land Use and Values 

Deep Creek National Park dominates the mainland areas within the cell boundary. Reclassification of Deep Creek 
Conservation Park to a National Park in November 2021 recognised the importance of this park to both conservation 
and tourism (DEW 2024). Two management zones existing within the park to establish a framework for sustainable 
use. Over 90% of Deep Creek National Park and the surrounding Conservation Parks (outside cell boundary) are 
designated conservation zones, recognising their significant ecological, cultural and heritage values (DEW 2024). 

Native title has been determined for Ngarrindjeri people over land and sea Country within this cell under the Native 
Title Act 1993 (Cth). 

offshore areas, scenic ocean views to Kangaroo Island, camping experiences and walking trails. Recreational 
activities that utilise existing trails and other infrastructure, and have low environmental impacts, such as walking, 
photography and bird watching, are encouraged within the Conservation Zones. Visitor Use Zones (including 
campgrounds) also allow for commercial tourism activities that are complementary to existing visitation and 
experiences within the park (DEW 2024). 

Increasing visitor numbers experience this coast for walking, picnicking, sightseeing and camping through the 
recently upgraded section of the Heysen trail, the Wild South Coast Way from Cape Jervis to Kent Reserve Victor 
Harbor. Within this cell, the trail traverses coastal Crown land from Fisheries Beach, through Deep Creek NP and into 
Tunkalilla Beach, or vice versa. Linkages from Walking Trails exist to Blowhole Beach and Boat Harbor Beaches via 
Deep Creek NP Walking Trail Network.  

Blowhole Beach and Boat Harbor areas are regularly accessed by general public by vehicles via 4WD vehicle tracks 
which terminate at local car parks. Recreational, commercial, charter boat and rock fishing, snorkelling and diving, 
swimming (Blowhole Beach) and surfing (Blowhole Beach and Boat Harbor Beach) occur within the cell. Fishery 
Beach, Blowhole Beach and Deep Creek are regionally important as shore-based recreational diving sites, while the 
reefs are important habitat and fishing areas for Southern Rock Lobster (Jasus edwardsii), Green lip (Haliotis 
laevigata) / Black lip Abalone (Haliotis rubra) and various fish species (Bryars 2013).  

In 2009, the Encounter Marine Park was proclaimed, encompassing a large area of Backstairs Passage, including the 
marine section of The Pages Conservation Park. In 2012, a Restricted Access Zone was established around both 
islands and the adjacent reef within the marine park, which included an inner Sanctuary Zone of approximately 
40km2 around North Page Island (Department of Environment, Water and Natural Resources 2012). The two islands 
and the reef platform that form the Conservation Park are protected under the National Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 
and have been continuously under protection since May 1900, when they were listed under the Birds Protection Act 
1900 (National Parks and Wildlife Service 1983). 

Outside of the national park, the cell has a narrow strip of Crown Land (unalienated) and private land (grazing) at the 
eastern and western ends of the cell.  

Fishery Beach is a designated State Heritage place (ref 18820 archaeological significance and is also valued for 
scenic vistas), as it was the former Cape Jervis Whaling Station, near the mouth of Fishery Creek. The Fishery Beach 
Heritage site is the entire foreshore of the area commonly known as Fishery Beach and includes all land on the two 
affected land titles which is situated between AMG northing line 238600 and AMG northing line 238900, and 
including the waters extending out 100 metres from the low water mark. 

The broader community is very passionate about this local environment. Several coastal community groups, 
including the Friends of Deep Creek and Friends of Heysen Trail, have helped to conserve and revegetate the parks 
and will continue to play a supporting role in conservation and public awareness. Friends of the Hooded Plover 
Fleurieu Peninsula (supported by BirdLife Australia) monitor and raise awareness of beach nesting and shorebird 
species within the cell. 
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Deep Creek National Park (Coast Protection Board, March 2024) 

Landforms 

Steep Palaeozoic sedimentary/ metamorphic cliffs with serrated shore platforms in Cambrian metasediments. The 
Pages islands are geologically part of the Kanmantoo Group of sediments that subsequently underwent 
metamorphosis, with the rock consisting of phyllites of the Brukunga formation (National Parks and Wildlife Service 
1983). Most of the cell is part of the Geological Monument 1112, Fleurieu Peninsula South Coast from Coalinga Gully 
along entire coast to Waitpinga Creek (cell F15): excellent exposures/ type section of the metasediments of the 
Kanmantoo Group.  

There are seven pocket beaches within the cell, including Cooalinga Creek Beach, Naiko Inlet (x2), Blowhole Beach, 
Deep Creek Cove, Boat Harbor Beach and Fishery Beach. Five incised creeks resulting in small estuaries within the 
cell include Boat Harbor, Deep Creek Cove, Blowhole Creek, Cooalinga Creek and Fishery Creek. There are several 
additional small creeks, including Tapanappa Creek, Tent Rock Creek, Aaron Creek and Marrano Creek (see fig 
18.6). 

First Nations cultural heritage  and connection to land and sea Country  

This cell holds high cultural value and significance for the Ramindjeri people of the Ngarrindjeri Nation. It forms part 
of their Dreaming stories and contains numerous stories, places, and artefacts of cultural importance. Ramindjeri 
cultural heritage is present throughout the entire cell, everywhere you tread. The Ramindjeri lived, hunted, played, 
swam, and danced here. Those working within and restoring these areas may encounter artefacts or evidence of 
cultural significance to the Ramindjeri people and the broader Ngarrindjeri Nation. These areas must be known, 
recognised, respected, and protected. 

Creeks, wetlands, estuaries, dunes, cliff lines, islands and coastal areas are important gathering places that support a 
variety of habitats and food sources essential for sustaining and protecting Nga:tji. Nga:tji  are the personal totems of 
the Ngarrindjeri people. They embody deep cultural values, symbolising kinship, spiritual protection, and an 
embedded responsibility to care for the land, waters, and ecosystems they inhabit. 
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This cell encompasses a range of culturally significant landscape features, including Dreaming sites, other important 
places, and multiple traditional camping and fishing grounds. Several sites within the cell contain tools, artefacts, and 
midden deposits scattered across the clifftops, sand hills, beaches, creeks, and estuaries. Many of these places are 
not easily accessible and can only be reached on foot. A culturally significant cave, known as part of the Tjirbuki 
story, as well as a Clan trade path at Fishery Creek are also located within this cell. The Clan trade path illustrates the 
long-standing relationships between neighbouring clan groups and the exchange of locally sourced materials such 
as stone tools, food, and other cultural items. 

This cell is also a particularly important site in the Ngurunderi Creation and Dreaming story, which tells of the 
Ngarrindjeri people's creation of the land and waters, including the River Murray and its mouth, Kandukang (west) 
and Tapalwora (east). This ancestral narrative extends westward along the southern coast of the Fleurieu Peninsula, 
encompassing the rugged shoreline, estuaries, and coastal landscapes all the way to Cape Jervis (Parrewar-angk). 
These areas hold deep cultural and spiritual significance for the Ramindjeri people, with Dreaming tracks, songlines, 
and important sites embedded throughout the region. 

rested at key locations, and followed the tracks of his wives. Cape Jervis (Parrewar-angk) marks an important point in 
this story, serving as both a physical and spiritual place in the landscape. It connects the mainland to Kangaroo 
Island (Ngurungaui), continuing the cultural narrative of creation, movement, and connection to Country. 

Within this cell, the Ngurunderi Dreaming story tells how his wives walked through Ramindjeri Ruwi, following the 
coastal cliffs, crossing numerous creeks, and resting from time to time on the beaches. Ngurunderi followed their 
path as they journeyed through Konggaratingga (Deep Creek), continuing on toward Pariwa (Cape Jervis). See also 
cell F20 for the Ngurunderi Dreaming story for Maralangk and Meruwi (The Pages Islands, North and South) 

Please respect that cultural concepts and content included in this plan are the Aboriginal Cultural and Intellectual 
property (ACIP) of the Ramindjeri people of the Ngarrindjeri Nation (provided by Cedric Varcoe, Ramindjeri Cultural 
Leader living on Country) (cells 1-20). They may not be used or adapted by any other parties without consent.  

Terrestrial biodiversity  

Whole cell 

Within the cell there is a diverse range of habitats, including coastal cliffs and slopes, pocket beaches, estuaries, 
open forests, woodlands, heathlands, swamps, riparian areas and waterfalls.  

This cell has some of the highest conservation values of the plan area and, as might be expected, the highest value 
areas within the cell lie within the Deep Creek National Park, while small cleared and cliff areas along the coastline 
and cleared land at the east and west perimeters of the park show medium values. Outstanding conservation values 
are accrued from priority, based on the status of the vegetation community, priority of sites with threatened flora, 
priority of vegetation assemblages containing a high percentage of endemic flora, on the habitat of significant birds 
and the priority of habitat for reptiles with a high degree of coastal dependency (Caton et al 2007). 
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Large areas of intact remnant coastal heath and low woodlands support substantial flora and fauna species diversity (LHF) 

Deep Creek National Park supports the largest remaining portion of remnant natural vegetation on the southern 
edge of the Mount Lofty Ranges, preserving important habitat for many fauna and flora species under the National 
Parks and Wildlife Act 1972 and Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act 1999. Within the 
Park, areas of the critically endangered swamps of the Fleurieu Peninsula ecological community are also protected 
(DAWE 2013).  

The cell contains a significant diversity of native flora, many of high conservation significance, including the Deep 
Creek Correa (Correa eburnea), Kangaroo Island Spider-orchid (Caladenia ovata), Annual Fern (Anogramma 
leptophylla), Pink Gum (Eucalyptus fasciculosa), Spoon-leaved Spyridium (Spyridium daphnoides), Tate's Grass-tree 
(Xanthorrhoea semiplana ssp. tateana), Notched Sedge (Carex bichenoviana), Loose Plume-grass (Dichelachne 
rara), Kangaroo Island Narrow-leaf Mallee (Eucalyptus cneorifolia), Cutting Grass (Gahnia trifida), Compact Bedstraw 
(Galium compactum), Loose Bedstraw (Galium migrans ssp. migrans), Shiny Swamp-mat (Goodenia radicans), Rough 
Raspwort (Haloragis aspera), Thread Pennywort (Hydrocotyle capillaris), Grassy Club-rush (Isolepis hookeriana), 
Coast Blown-grass (Lachnagrostis billardierei ssp. billardierei), Coast Plover-daisy (Leiocarpa supina), Silky Tea-tree 
(Leptospermum lanigerum), Nitre-bush (Nitraria billardierei ), Rayless Daisy-bush (Olearia tubuliflora), Kangaroo Island 
Poa (Poa halmaturina), Thick-head Samphire (Salicornia blackiana), Grey Bindyi (Sclerolaena diacantha), Coast 
Groundsel (Senecio pinnatifolius var. maritimus), and Sprawling Bluebell (Wahlenbergia gracilis). 
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Deep Creek Correa (Correa eburnea) listed as endangered under the EPBC Act (C Schultz) 

Within the Fleurieu swamps, several nationally and state listed threatened plant species provide habitat for 
conservation rated fauna species, such as the Mount Lofty Ranges Southern Emu-wren (Stipiturus malachurus 
intermedius), Bassian Thrush (Zoothera lunulata halmaturina) and the Southern Brown Bandicoot (Isoodon obesulus 
obesulus). The heath communities of the parks are also of high conservation importance in their own right, but also 
because of the habitat they provide to a range of threatened species, such as the Chestnut-rumped Heathwren (Mt 
Lofty Ranges) (Hylacola pyrrhopygia parkeri ) and the Western Beautiful Firetail (Stagonopleura bella samueli).  
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Southern Brown Bandicoot (Isoodon obesulus) (M Stokes) 

Other fauna species of conservation significance that have been recorded in this cell include; Hooded Plover 
(Thinornis cucullatus cucullatus), Yellow-tailed Black Cockatoo (Zanda funerea whiteae), Eastern Reef Egret (Egretta 
sacra), Peregrine Falcon (Falco peregrinus macropus), Sooty Oystercatcher (Haematopus fuliginosus fuliginosus), 
White-bellied Sea Eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster), Elegant parrot (Neophema elegans elegans), Scarlet Robin 
(Petroica boodang boodang), Beautiful Firetail (Stagonopleura bella bella),  Western Beautiful Firetail 
(Stagonopleura bella samueli), Cunningham's Skink (Egernia cunninghami) and Yellow-bellied Water Skink 
(Eulamprus heatwolei). 

Deep Creek National Park provides extensive and varied remnant butterfly habitat, with valuable hostplant patches 
across multiple species and ecological communities. Butterfly species of conservation significance recorded in this 
cell include Variable Sedge-skipper (Hesperilla donnysa), and Blotched Dusky-blue (Erina acasta), as well as locally 
uncommon Wood White (Delias aganippe), Common Xenica (Geitoneura klugii), Common Brown (Heteronympha 
merope merope) and multiple common butterfly species that are observed across the Fleurieu Peninsula (Stolarski 
2024). 

Egernia cunninghami) reside in rocky outcrops with large crevices south of 
Fisheries Beach. This local subpopulation of the species is restricted to the coastal cliffs and nearby islands off the 
Fleurieu Peninsula from Cape Jervis to Victor Harbor. 

This cell also supports a number of highly specialised butterfly species, with specific habitat and larval host 
parameters requiring protection in their existing habitats, including; Western Dusky-blue (Erina hyacinthina simplex), 
Flame Sedge-skipper (Hesperilla idothea clara), Four-spot Sedge-skipper (Hesperilla trimaculata trimaculata) and 
Ringed Xenica (Geitoneura acantha). These four species, whilst having patchy and disjunct populations in the Hills 
and Fleurieu Landscape region, are only found in the coastal conservation assessment cell F18 at Deep Creek 
National Park. (Stolarski 2024). 
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Ringed Xenica (Geitoneura acantha) resting on Sweet Bursaria (Bursaria spinosa ssp. spinosa) (M Endacott) 

The Hooded Plover (Thinornis cucullatus cucullatus), vulnerable in South Australia, has been recorded in this cell 

have not been recorded to date. The remote nature of the beaches in this cell provides foraging habitats for 
shorebirds, including Sooty Oystercatchers (Haematopus fuliginosus), Caspian (Hydroprogne caspia) and Greater 
Crested Terns (Thalasseus bergii cristatus), Silver Gulls (Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae novaehollandiae ) and 
Pacific Gulls (Larus pacificus georgii). 

The isolated nature and cliff lines provide refuge and valued habitat for a range of seabird species, including the 
White-bellied Sea Eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster), Eastern Osprey (Pandion haliaetus cristatus), Little Black 
Cormorant (Phalacrocorax sulcirostris), Black-faced Cormorant (Phalacrocorax fuscescens), Pacific Gull (Larus 
pacificus georgii) and Kelp Gull (Larus dominicanus dominicanus). Irregular sightings of a range of pelagic birds are 
also reported in this cell, including albatrosses, petrels, shearwaters and gannets. 

Estuaries 

There are five recognised estuaries (DEH 2007) within this cell, including Boat Harbor, Deep Creek Cove, Blowhole 
Creek, Cooalinga Creek and Fishery Creek. Telfer and Milne (2014) assessed sixteen (16) small estuary sites across 
the Fleurieu Peninsula and reported that Deep Creek and Boat Harbor Creek estuaries had the highest overall 
conservation significance. These estuaries contain vegetation communities of state conservation significance, as 
well as state and regionally threatened plant species and habitats for species of state conservation significance. 
Further to this assessment, it was noted that estuaries contained within national parks generally scored higher when 
both conservation significance and condition and habitat values are considered together, indicating the assets within 
the parks are generally of higher value than in other areas (Telfer and Milne 2014). 

Boat Harbor estuary (see Fig 18.1) varies in width from 15m to 50m and is confined within a gentle to steeply sloping 
Significant rocky outcrop occurs within the 

streambed, with good 30-50% mix of stable habitat present, including instream wood, rocky outcrops and overhangs 
(Telfer and Milne 2014). Banks are relatively stable due to dense surrounding vegetation cover surrounding the 

level of diversity for this type of plant community, Coastal Shrublands and Tall Shrublands. Species of conservation 
significance within this estuary include Deep Creek Correa (Correa eburnea), Coast Sword Sedge (Lepidosperma 
gladiatum), Silky Tea-tree (Leptospermum lanigerum), Sticky Boobialla (Myoporum petiolatum), and Water-ribbons 
(Cycnogeton procerum). Connectivity to the sea can be described as transient, dependent on spring flows (Telfer 
and Milne 2014). 
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Boat Harbour Creek estuary and catchment (B Doyle) 
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Fig 18.1 Boat Harbour Creek estuarine habitats 
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Deep Creek estuary (Deep Creek Cove see fig 18.2) at the mouth of Deep Creek varies in width from 

with more than 50% of the substrate favourable for epifaunal colonisation and fish cover, with a mix of 
snags, submerged logs, undercut banks, and rocky outcrops present. The banks are relatively stable 
due to dense vegetation and provide good protection for the estuary. This estuary is considered by 
Telfer and Milne (2014) in excellent condition, with 91% of the biomass estimated to be native, 
supporting 36 native plant species, also considered excellent species diversity for this type of plant 
community, Coastal Shrublands and Tall Shrublands. Species of conservation significance recorded in 
this estuary include Deep Creek Correa (Correa eburnea), Shiny Swamp-mat (Goodenia radicans (syn. 
Selliera radicans)), Cut-leaf Kangaroo-apple (Solanum laciniatum), Asian Centella (Centella asiatica), 
Silky Tea-tree (Leptospermum lanigerum), Creeping Brookweed (Samolus repens), and Lax Marsh-
flower (Ornduffia umbricola var. umbricola) 

 

Deep Creek Cove estuary (D Schmarr) 
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Fig 18.2 Deep Creek estuarine habitats 
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Blowhole Creek estuary (see fig 18.3) is one of the smaller estuaries in size within the park, at approximately 15m 
wide, and is situated at the mouth of Blowhole Creek. Telfer and Milne (2014) describe the estuary as situated on 
coastal lowland in its lower reaches and following the confined valley in its upper reaches. The eastern bank is 
gently sloping, while the western bank comprises steeper, rocky slopes. While the estuary is within the park, the 
upper reaches are located within private property. Telfer and Milne (2014) describe the estuary as having moderate 
habitat potential, with a 10-30% mix of stable habitat present, however no visible instream wood/logs/snags were 

diversity for this type of plant community, Common Reed (Phragmites australis), Narrow-leaf Bulrush (Typha 
domingensis) and Lignum (Duma florulenta) Swamps. Plants of conservation significance include Silky Tea-tree 
(Leptospermum lanigerum) and Creeping Brookweed (Samolus repens).  

 

Blow Hole Beach and estuary (Coast Protection Board, March 2024) 
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Fig 18.3 Blowhole Creek estuarine habitats 
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Cooalinga Creek estuary (fig 18.4) is a tiny estuary situated at the mouth of Cooalinga Creek, approximately 3-5m 
wide and due to the build-up of the pebbly beach there is no surface water connectivity to the sea, although water 
may flow beneath the rocky surface as it flows across the beach (Telfer and Milne 2014). Bordered by very steep 
rocky slopes to the west and a moderately steep slope on the east, flow is heavily confined to the creek line. Telfer 
and Milne (2014) describe the estuary as having moderate potential habitat in terms of large wood/snags, and the 
very steep rocky western slope supports a moderate diversity of coastal species such as Coast Bitter-bush (Adriana 
quadripartita), Short-stem Flax-lily (Dianella brevicaulis), Coast Cushion Bush (Leucophyta brownii), Climbing Lignum 
(Muehlenbeckia adpressa), Sea-berry Saltbush (Rhagodia candolleana ssp. candolleana), Coast Beard-heath 
(Lecopogon parviflorus). 
level of diversity for this type of plant community, Common Reed (Phragmites australis), Narrow-leaf Bulrush (Typha 
domingensis) and Lignum (Duma florulenta) Swamps in permanent water.  

 

Cooalinga Creek estuary (Telfer and Milne)
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Fig 18.4 Cooalinga Creek estuarine habitats 
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Fishery Creek estuary (fig 18.5) is unique, in that it comprises a rocky substrate within the stream bed of the estuary 
at the mouth of Fishery Creek and is approximately 15-25m wide. Situated on coastal lowland, tidal movement enters 
the estuary connecting the natural flow with surface water for most of the year until warmer weather during summer 
retracts water to rock pools only (Telfer and Milne 2014). Coastal slopes adjoining Fishery Creek support several 
conservation species, including Sand Mat-rush (Lomandra collina), Soft Tussock Mat-rush (Lomandra densiflora), 
Cranberry Heath (Styphelia humifusa), Twining Glycine (Glycine rubiginosa), Austral Trefoil (Lotus australis), Rough 
Raspwort (Haloragoris aspera), Wingless Fissure-plant (Maireana enchylaenoides), Coast Plover-daisy (Leiocarpa 
supina) and Pussy-tails (Ptilotus spathulatus) (Greening Australia 2007, Telfer and Milne 2014). Telfer and Milne 
(2014) report good potential habitats, with 30-50% mix of stable habitat present and 12 native plant species recorded, 

Reed (Phragmites australis), 
Narrow-leaf Bulrush (Typha domingensis) and Lignum (Duma florulenta) Swamps in permanent water). 

 

Fishery Creek estuary (foreground) heading to Fishery Beach to Lands End (C Schultz) 
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Fig 18.5 Fishery Creek estuarine habitats 
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Pre-European vegetation mapping of this cell, and the Telfer and Milne (2014) estuary report, highlight many of the 
gullies and creek lines as potential habitats for Silky Tea-tree (Leptospermum lanigerum) tall shrublands that are part 
of the Nationally Critically Endangered ecological community called Swamps of the Fleurieu Peninsula, as listed in 
the EPBC Act 1999.The Swamps of the Fleurieu Peninsula are unlike other swamps in South Australia, in that the 
overall species composition, structure, diversity, geology and soils are different from those found in the SouthȤEast, 
Kangaroo Island, Yorke and Eyre Peninsulas (DAWE 2013).  

Fish biodiversity and water quality monitoring surveys have been undertaken at Boat Harbor and Deep Creek 
estuaries and lower catchments, as a collaborative project between Green Adelaide and SARDI. Recent and 
historical surveys indicate they support a small range of largely diadromous fish species, including Common Galaxias 
(Galaxias maculatus), Climbing Galaxias (Galaxias brevipinnis) and Congolli (Pseudaphritis urvillii) (Schmarr et al. 
2022).  

Bird species that use the estuaries within this cell as habitat include Common Sandpiper (Actitis hypoleucos), 
Western Beautiful Firetail (Stagonopleura bella samueli), Eastern Reef Egret (Egretta sacra), Peregrine Falcon (Falco 
peregrinus macropus), Sooty Oystercatcher (Haematopus fuliginosus fuliginosus) and Hooded Plover 
(Thinornis cucullatus cucullatus) (Telfer and Milne 2014). Native Bush Rats (Rattus fuscipes) also use many of the 
estuary habitats. 

Blowhole to Fishery Beach  

Historically, this area was heavily cleared and grazed. However, some native grasses have persisted and colonised 
in many areas throughout and form dense stands in some pockets. Scattered herbaceous and small shrub species 
also occur on the slopes throughout the area (Greening Australia 2007). Small pockets of remnant vegetation are 
significant in a local context, due to the extensive historical land clearance in the area. A number of plant species are 
also of conservation significance at a state and regional level, including Clasping Goodenia (Goodenia amplexans), 
Rough Raspwort (Haloragoris aspera), Pussy-tails (Ptilotus spathulatus), Knotty-butt Paspalidium (Setaria constricta), 
Coast Plover-daisy (Leiocarpa supina), Notched Sedge (Carex bichenoviana) and Fuzzy New Holland Daisy 
(Vittadinia cuneata ) (Greening Australia 2007). 

Lands on the western boundary of Deep Creek NP have been re-planted and fenced to reinstate the habitat of the 
EPBC Act listed Glossy Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathami). Extensive revegetation began in 1998, with many 
thousands of trees and shrubs planted at the site, covering 45 Ha and approximately 89km of direct seeding, with 
thousands of school children and community volunteers involved (Greening Australia 2007). Vegetation surveys 
within the Fishery Beach Project Area recorded 47 plant species, likely representing Kangaroo Thorn (Acacia 
paradoxa), Coast Beard-heath (Leucopogon parviflorus) and Coastal Daisy Bush (Olearia axillaris) Shrubland 
surrounded by Dryland Tea-tree (Melaleuca lanceolata) Woodland, which occurs on the heavier soils on the lower 
foot slopes, from north of Cape Jervis through the back of Lands End to Fishery Beach (Greening Australia 2007).  
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Fishery Beach Glossy Black Cockatoo revegetation areas (Coast Protection Board, March 2024) 

Excluding birds and insects, faunal diversity is expected to be relatively low (limited to reptiles, including snakes and 
small lizards) at the site due to extensive vegetation clearance and the general lack of structural habitat such as 
fallen logs, trees with hollows and organic ground litter (Greening Australia 2007). 

There have been recent (2023) sightings of a Glossy Black Cockatoo (Calyptorhynchus lathami) in Deep Creek 
National Park, with birds likely coming across from the Dudley Peninsula population on Kangaroo Island. 

The Pages Conservation Park 

The Pages Islands are predominantly rock with relatively flat tops, supporting a low open shrubland of Variable 
Groundsel (Senecio pinnatifolius spp.) with widely scattered Saltbush (Atriplex sp) and Bulbine-lily (Bulbine bulbosa) 
in small pockets of soil. Steeper slopes support a mat of Round-leaf Pigface (Disphyma crassifolium ssp. clavellatum) 
and occasional Ruby Saltbush (Enchylaena tomentosa var. tomentosa) (NPSW 1983). Other species recorded on the 
island include Australian Sea-heath (Frankenia pauciflora var. fruticulosa) and Native Celery (Apium prostratum var. 
prostratum).  

The islands support a large breeding colony of Australian Sea Lions (Neophoca cinerea) and have long been 
recognised as an important area for seabirds. The islands are nationally significant, containing the second largest 
known colony site for the endemic, threatened Australian Sea Lion; around 500 pups are born on both islands 
collectively each breeding season (Baker 2004 and Shaughnessy et al. 2013). The isolation, absence of introduced 
species, and only occasional human visits has ensured habitat preservation.  


