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Overview 

This cell represents one of the highest value 
conservation and biodiversity habitats within 
this plan. Large areas of connected high 
quality remnant and revegetated areas 
support a very large diversity of flora and 
fauna, several with high conservation values 
at a national, state and regional level. West 
Island supports seabird and shorebird 
breeding of multiple species and regionally 
significant reptile populations. Spectacular 
coastal scenery and cliff lines attract large 

numbers of visitor to this cell to walk coastal 
trails and experience views. Balancing 
visitation with protection of habitats will be 
an ongoing challenge in this cell. Addressing 
weed incursion, high total grazing pressure 
and pest animals within the cell needs to be 
resourced and regionally prioritised to 
protect the great conservation significant 
and biodiversity values within the 
conservation parks (Newland Head and West 
Island) in this cell. 
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Cell detail  

The cell extends from the boundary of the Petrel Cove Coastal Reserve approximately 9.5km to Newland Head 
within Newland Head Conservation Park. The cell includes West Island. The cell is located within the City of Victor 
Harbor local government area. 

Tenure, Land Use and Values 

Approximately half of the cell is part of Newland Head Conservation Park, covering 1,152 hectares in area, and is 
managed by the National Parks and Wildlife Service SA (NPWSSA) (DEW). The remaining areas of the cell are 

privately owned, predominately cleared land, and used for agriculture, grazing and rural residential living. Coastal 
strip from the previous park boundary to near Kings Head was acquired in 2000 and was dedicated as part of the 
Conservation Park in 2010. A narrow strip of unidentified unalienated coastal Crown land existing from the high-
water mark/cliff edge approximately 100m inland across the length of this cell. Heritage Agreements 1077, 1078 and 
1215 SW of Kings Head. A series of small significant environmental benefit (SEB) areas totalling 3.02 hectares exist 
were established in 2022 at Kings Head 

West Island is 14.5 hectares in area and is a conservation park managed by DEW. It is approximately 1.5km south-
west of The Bluff. Since 2012, the waters surrounding its shores are located within the boundaries of the Encounter 
Marine Park. Authorised access to the safe boat landing area on West Island is within a prohibited area of the West 
Island Aquatic Reserve declared under the Fisheries Management Act (2007). (See fig 14.3). 

Native title has been determined for Ngarrindjeri people over land and sea Country within this cell under the Native 
Title Act 1993 (Cth). 

Newland Head is a popular tourist destination, with visitors attracted to the vast scenic amenity of rugged cliffs and 
small sandy coves; views of seabirds and marine life. This and neighbouring cells experience increasing visitor 
numbers each year through the recently upgraded section of the Heysen Trail, the Wild South Coast Way from Cape 
Jervis to Kent Reserve Victor Harbor. Other recreational activities that occur within the Park include surfing at both 
Waitpinga Beach (which also hosts surf competitions) and Parsons Beach, beach and estuary fishing, camping and 
whale watching.  

The cell is utilised for recreational fishing, diving, ecotourism, boating and swimming, and commercial fishing. Bryars 
(2013) notes the reefs are important habitat and fishing areas for Southern Rock Lobster (Jasus edwardsii), Greenlip 
(Haliotis laevigata) /Blacklip (Haliotis rubra) Abalone and various fish species. The inshore beaches and seagrass are 
important habitat and fishing areas for species such as Southern Garfish (Hyporhamphus melanochir) and King 
George Whiting (Sillaginodes punctatus)
fishing sites. The intertidal reef at Kings Beach is used for scientific surveys (Baring et al. 2010). The habitats around 
West Island are located within an aquatic reserve (see fig 14.3). 

Several coastal community groups are working along the coastal dunes and cliffs (Victor Harbor Coastcare and 
Friends of Newland Head CP, Friends of the Heysen Trail) undertaking a range of conservation and restoration 
activities across this cell, including species monitoring, trail and signage maintenance, extensive weed control and 
revegetation significantly increasing habitats and species diversity values. Friends of the Hooded Plover Fleurieu 
Peninsula (supported by BirdLife Australia) and Team Oystercatcher volunteers (SA Shorebird Foundation) monitor 
and raise awareness of beach nesting and shorebird species within the cell. 
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Looking west toward the high cliff lines of Newland Head Conservation Park, over Kings Head and  
West Island Conservation Park (Coast Protection Board March 2024) 

Landforms 

Dissected plateau, cliffs and reefs of Kanmantoo Series sediments. Some clifftop dunes and calcarenite. The 
shoreline includes steep high cliffs in the Western half of the cell; low cliffs with pebble and sand beaches near Kings 
Head to Petrel Cove (Caton et al 2007). West Island is part of the eroded surface of the Victor Harbor granite 
batholith and rises 40 metres above sea level. The central part of the island is relatively flat with shallow soil and 
large areas of exposed granite. Steep cliffs and large angular boulders occur around the coastline. Several gullies on 
the north-western coastline have deeper soils and some protection from strong winds and salt spray.  

This entire cell is a registered geological monument Encounter Bay region - Newland Head to Rosetta Head/ The 
Bluff (reference 1115) displaying the Petrel Cove Formation, Semaphore Sand Member, Encounter Bay Granite, 
Kanmantoo Group, Balquhidder Formation, Cape Jervis Formation. 
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Petrel Cove with rocky shores of geological significance, Wild South Coast Way (Heysen Trail)  
extends west from above the beach with views of West Island (S Sutherland) 

First Nations cultural heritage and connection to land and sea Country  

This cell holds high cultural value and significance for the Ramindjeri people of the Ngarrindjeri Nation. It forms part 
of their Dreaming stories and contains numerous stories, places, and artefacts of cultural importance. Ramindjeri 
cultural heritage is present throughout the entire cell, everywhere you tread. The Ramindjeri lived, hunted, played, 
swam, and danced here. Those working within and restoring these areas may encounter artefacts or evidence of 
cultural significance to the Ramindjeri people and the broader Ngarrindjeri Nation. These areas must be known, 
recognised, respected, and protected. 

Creeks, wetlands, estuaries, dunes, cliff lines, islands and coastal areas are important gathering places that support a 
variety of habitats and food sources essential for sustaining and protecting Nga:tji. Nga:tji  are the personal totems of 
the Ngarrindjeri people. They embody deep cultural values, symbolising kinship, spiritual protection, and an 
embedded responsibility to care for the land, waters, and ecosystems they inhabit. 

This cell encompasses a range of culturally significant landscape features, including Dreaming and other important 
sites, tools and midden deposits scattered throughout the clifftops and sand dunes. It also contains trade paths used 
by Clan groups, who travelled across the cliff tops towards the Kings and Newland headlands (Kgarakerung). These 
routes reflect enduring relationships between neighbouring clan groups and the exchange of locally sourced 
materials such as stone tools, food, and other cultural items.  

This cell is also a particularly important site in the Ngurunderi Creation and Dreaming story, which tells of the 
Ngarrindjeri people's creation of the land and waters, including the River Murray and its mouth, Kandukang (west) 
and Tapalwora (east). This ancestral narrative extends westward along the southern coast of the Fleurieu Peninsula, 
encompassing the rugged shoreline, estuaries, and coastal landscapes all the way to Cape Jervis (Parrewar-angk). 
These areas hold deep cultural and spiritual significance for the Ramindjeri people, with Dreaming tracks, songlines, 
and important sites embedded throughout the region. 

rested at key locations, and followed the tracks of his wives. Cape Jervis (Parrewar-angk) marks an important point in 
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this story, serving as both a physical and spiritual place in the landscape. It connects the mainland to Kangaroo 
Island (Ngurungaui), continuing the cultural narrative of creation, movement, and connection to Country. 

Within this cell, the Ngurunderi Dreaming story tells how his wives were swimming in circles at Ngarakerung (Kings 
Head). Their movement stirred the waters so strongly that a sandbar formed, eventually turning to stone and creating 
a fish trap in the shall
(Ngurungaui), and Ngurunderi followed their path along the coast, resting at Newland Head. 

This cell also shares the story of Ngarankani (Shark Ancestor). Ngarankani danced with Kondili (Whale Ancestor), and 
when Kondili was speared, he emerged from the mouth of Latang (Hindmarsh River Estuary), diving into the sea and 
becoming the whale. Following this, Ngarankani ran out to Ngarakerung (Kings Head), where he dived into the sea 
and became the shark. 

Please respect that cultural concepts and content included in this plan are the Aboriginal Cultural and Intellectual 
property (ACIP) of the Ramindjeri people of the Ngarrindjeri Nation (provided by Cedric Varcoe, Ramindjeri Cultural 
Leader living on Country) (cells 1-20). They may not be used or adapted by any other parties without consent.  

Terrestrial biodiversity  

Whole cell 

This cell and the neighbouring cell (F15) represent some of the highest conservation values across the region. High 
levels of species diversity and habitats, connected through large areas of intact vegetation under long term 
protection and regionally rare plant communities, ensure this cell is regionally significant. 

The highest values are found within the remnant vegetation (particularly the eastern half of the cell), numbers of 
species, numbers of threatened species, threatened vegetation communities, for bird, reptile and butterfly larvae 
habitat, and geological heritage. Other high values are found for rarity of plant associations within South Australia, 
numbers of endemic species, vegetation block connectivity, patch size and shape (Caton et al 2007). 

 

Coastal Cup Gum (Eucalyptus cosmophylla) + Coastal White Mallee (Eucalyptus diversifolia ssp. diversifolia) +/- Pink Gum 
(Eucalyptus fasciculosa) +/- Kangaroo Island Narrow-leaf Mallee (Eucalyptus cneorifolia) Very Low Open Woodland (M Stokes) 
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Substantially significant numbers of species of conservation value on a national, state and regional level occupy 
habitats within this cell.  Species present within the cell represent some of the best diversity of coastal habitats within 
the region and support a range of fauna species of equal representation and significance. 

Of the multiple flora species of conservation significance existing within the cell, the greater majority are located 
within the conservation park areas (see details below). However, pockets of remnant vegetation including dune and 
heath species persist from the eastern cell boundary along the coastal slopes and across Kings Head to the Park 
boundary.  

 

Kings Beach coastal platform and Wild South Coast Way (Heysen Trail). (M Stokes) 

The state endangered White-bellied Sea eagle (Haliaeetus leucogaster), Chestnut-rumped Heathwren (Mt Lofty 
Ranges) (Hylacola pyrrhopygia parkeri); Western Beautiful Firetail (Stagonopleura bella samueli), Fairy Tern (Sternula 
nereis nereis) the state vulnerable Brown Quail (Coturnix ypsilophora australis), Hooded Plover (Thinornis cucullatus 
cucullatus) have been recorded in this cell. 

Seagrass wrack (also known as Beach cast wrack) found regularly on beaches has an important ecological function 
recycling nutrients back to coastal waters as well as protection and stabilisation of the shoreline and coastal dunes 
by acting as a trap that binds drifting sands and reduces sand erosion during winter (PIRSA 2014). Beach wrack also 
provides an important role as habitat and shelter for Hooded Plovers (Thinornis cucullatus cucullatus) and Pied 
(Haematopus longirostris) and Sooty Oystercatchers (Haematopus fuliginosus fuliginosus) as well as other 
shorebirds and juvenile fish. Beach cast wrack collection within Encounter Marine Park is prohibited in all zones 
except general managed use zones. Therefore, no removal of beach wrack is permitted habitat protection zone in 
this cell. 

Butterfly species of conservation significance recorded in this cell include Mottled Grass Skipper (Anisynta cynone 
cynone), and locally uncommon Wood White (Delias aganippe), Common Xenica (Geitoneura klugii) Common Brown 
(Heteronympha merope merope) Fringed Heath-blue (Neolucia agricola Agricola ) and multiple common butterfly 
species that are observed across the Fleurieu Peninsula. Many of the species of conservation significance do not 
occur in this cell as their host plants are not present or are in low numbers and unable to support reintroduction from 
neighbouring cells. Stolarski (2024). 

No recognised estuaries occur in this cell. 
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Newland Head Conservation Park  

Newland Head Conservation Park covers both this and the neighbouring cell (F15) and includes Waitpinga and 
Parsons Beaches, the Waitpinga Creek estuary, an extensive coastal dune system, fringing coastal woodland/mallee, 
and coastal cliffs with coastal heath from Newland Head Conservation Park to Kings Head. Newland Head dominates 
the landscape and is backed by an extensive coastal dune system. Spectacular cliffs to the east of Newland Head 
support intact coastal cliff heath and low woodland vegetation and provide habitat for a range of cliff-dwelling bird, 
mammal and reptile species (Telfer and Milne 2016a). 

 

Coastal heath and mallee woodland line the cliff lines along Newland Head Conservation Park  
(Coast Protection Board, March 2024) 

Newland Head Conservation Park lies near the western limit of the Murray Mallee botanic region and near the 
southern limit of the Mount Lofty Ranges botanic region and contains an extremely diverse range of flora. It is, 
therefore, an important part of the South Australian reserve system and adds significantly to the conservation of a 

 

Telfer and Milne (2016a) describe the vegetation of Newland Head Conservation Park broadly categorised into 
woodland/mallee, coastal/sub-coastal dune, clifftop/coastal escarpment, and estuarine communities. Details of each 
vegetation association are detailed below and shown on fig 14.1 and 14.2. 

Two species of national conservation significance are protected within the Park: 
¶ Endangered Osborn's Eyebright (Euphrasia collina ssp. osbornii) occurs in low heath on the Waitpinga Cliffs, 

adjacent the Heysen Trail; and  

¶ Vulnerable Butterfly Spyridium (Spyridium coactilifolium) occurs along or near the southern Fleurieu coast 
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Butterfly Spyridium (Spyridium coactilifolium) (M Stokes) 

State and regionally significant numbers of flora species of conservation significance have been recorded at 
Newland Head Conservation Park. This reflects the scarcity of dune, clifftop and coastal woodland/mallee habitats in 
the region, as well as the variety, extent and condition of the habitats present, and illustrates the importance of the 
park (Telfer and Milne 2016a). Flora species of conservation significance include Osborn's Eyebright (Euphrasia 
collina ssp. osbornii), Silver Daisy-bush (Olearia pannosa ssp. pannosa), Ridged Noon-flower (Sarcozona bicarinata), 
Butterfly Spyridium (Spyridium coactilifolium), Spotted Sun-orchid (Thelymitra ixioides), Annual Fern (Anogramma 
leptophylla), Lemon Star-bush (Asterolasia muricata), Western Daddy-long-legs (Caladenia bicalliata  ssp. bicalliata), 
White Correa (Correa alba var. pannosa), Zig-zag Bitter-pea (Daviesia pectinata), Pale Flax-lily (Dianella longifolia 
var. grandis), Pink Gum (Eucalyptus fasciculosa), Kangaroo Island Mallee (Eucalyptus phenax ssp. compressa), 
Wimmera Mallee Box (Eucalyptus wimmerensis), Green Mintbush (Prostanthera chlorantha), Fringed Pseudanthus 
(Pseudanthus micranthus), Hairy-tails (Ptilotus erubescens), Leafless Globe-pea (Sphaerolobium minus) and Tate's 
Grass-tree (Xanthorrhoea semiplana ssp. tateana). 

Seven indigenous mammal species have been recorded at Newland Head CP, including the nationally Endangered 
Southern Brown Bandicoot (Isoodon obesulus obesulus) which was last recorded in the park in 1984. Other terrestrial 
mammals include Yellow-footed Antechinus (Antechinus flavipes), Western Pygmy Possum (Cercartetus concinnus), 
Western Grey Kangaroo (Macropus fuliginosus), Bush Rat (Rattus fuscipes), Swamp Rat (Rattus lutreolus), Short-
beaked Echidna (Tachyglossus aculeatus) and Common Brushtail Possum (Trichosurus vulpecula) (Telfer and Milne 
2016a). Ten bat species have also been recorded in the park including the regionally rare Yellow-bellied Sheathtail 
Bat (Saccolaimus flaviventris). 
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Western Pygmy Possum (Cercartetus concinnus) (M Stokes) 

Newland Head Conservation Park and the coastal habitats within this cell support state and regionally significant 
diversity of bird species. Species of conservation significance include Chestnut-rumped Heathwren (Mount Lofty 
Ranges) (Hylacola pyrrhopygia parkeri ), Elegant Parrot (Neophema elegans elegans), Scarlet Robin (Petroica 
boodang boodang ), Western Beautiful Firetail (Stagonopleura bella samueli), Brown Quail (Coturnix ypsilophora 
australis), Swamp Harrier (Circus approximans), White-fronted Chat (Epthianura albifrons), Buff-banded Rail 
(Gallirallus philippensis mellori), White-naped Honeyeater (Melithreptus lunatus), Brush Bronzewing (Phaps elegans 
elegans), White-browed Babbler (Pomatostomus superciliosus), Silvereye (Zosterops lateralis). 

Skink (Egernia cunninghami) and Heath Goanna (Varanus rosenbergi), and regionally vulnerable Sand Goanna 
(Varanus gouldii). 

Newland Head Conservation Park provides extensive and varied remnant butterfly habitat with valuable hostplant 
patches of various Thatching Grass (Gahnia spp.) species and Coast Bitterbush (Adriana quadripartita) potentially 
supporting populations of Black and White Skipper (Antipodia altralba ), Theclinesthes albocincta) and 
Chrysotricha Skipper (Hesperilla chrysotricha), but no recent surveys have been undertaken. 

The Friends of Newland Head Conservation Park (FNHCP) community group have been working for more than 20 
years, principally on weed, pest animal control, erosion control and revegetation. Much time and effort has gone into 
maintaining these plantings, including rabbit and kangaroo proof fencing/tree guarding, supplementary watering and 
weeding. The FNHCP has also undertaken planting of Cutting Grass (Gahnia trifida), in conjunction with weed 
management, in estuarine areas with the aim of improving butterfly habitat. 
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West Island 

West Island is well regarded as a key seabird roosting, breeding and foraging refuge and has supported tern 
colonies of state significance (Telfer and Milne 2016b). A total of 54 bird species have been recorded on the island, 
17 have either been reported or are suspected to breed there (Telfer and Milne, 2016b). 

West Island (M Turner) 

Greater Crested Tern (Thalasseus bergii cristatus) and Caspian Terns (Hydroprogne caspia) are currently the main 
species breeding on the island, with nesting occurring where weed control is undertaken to clear open areas to 
provide suitable habitat. Historically, the island supported larger populations up to 2000 and 50 nests respectively, 
however recent surveys have seen these numbers reduce significantly. Some years no nesting (or extremely limited) 
has been recorded on West Island, with observations of the species either nested on other island, including Wright 
Island, or not present on site. Fairy Terns (Sternula nereis nereis) bred irregularly on West Island from 1932 to 1976, 
with up to 80 pairs (Paton and Paton 1977). No breeding of this species has been recorded on the island since (Telfer 
and Milne 2016b). 

 

Terns on West Island (M David) 

According to surveys by Telfer and Milne (2016b) West Island also supports a significant population of Brown Quail 
(Coturnix ypsilophora australis) (several groups), which probably established in the mid-2000s. They are widespread 
across the island, particularly where shrubs such as New Zealand Mirror-bush (Coprosma repens) provide cover. 
There is also a small population (at least several birds) of Buff-banded Rails (Gallirallus philippensis mellori) that 
shelter under the cover of Tree Mallow (Malva arborea) in winter. Also significant at the regional level is breeding by 
Sooty Oystercatchers (Haematopus fuliginosus fuliginosus) and likely Eastern Reef Egret (Egretta sacra). The 



Southern Fleurieu Coastal Action Plan 2026 11 

 

presence of Rock Parrots (Neophema petrophila zietzi) during summer-autumn also indicates that the island is 
important for the dispersal of coastal land birds. Silver Gulls (Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae novaehollandiae) 

closure in 2012, numbers of Silver Gulls (Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae novaehollandiae) have been much 
reduced, with Telfer and Milne (2016b) only seeing 100 birds (not breeding) during the 2016 survey. 

 

Sooty Oystercatchers on West Island (M David) 

Little Penguins (Eudyptula minor novaehollandiae) previously occupied the island in large numbers  up to 2000 
breeding pairs (Brandle in Copley 1996)  however numbers declined after the late 1990s, with 240 in 2006, 5 in 
2013 (Colombelli-Négrel 2015) and none in the 2016 survey, indicating a greater decline in numbers than on Granite 
Island (Telfer and Milne 2016b). 

The remoteness and limited access of the island also benefits White-bellied Sea Eagles, which are observed to visit 

for aircraft is in place around the Waitpinga Cliffs (1 June to 31 December, annually) restricting the proximity of aircraft 
to limit disturbance for this species.  

The offshore island is refuge and valued habitat for a range of seabird species, including the Eastern Osprey 
(Pandion haliaetus cristatus), Little Black Cormorant (Phalacrocorax sulcirostris), Black-faced Cormorant 
(Phalacrocorax fuscescens), Pacific Gull (Larus pacificus georgii) and Kelp Gull (Larus dominicanus dominicanus). 
Irregular sightings of a range of pelagic birds are also reported in this cell, including albatrosses, petrels, shearwaters 
and gannets. 
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Black-browed Albatross (Thalassarche melanophris) is one of several species of pelagic seabirds  
that are seen around the Fleurieu coast and islands (D Easton) 

The rocky shores and boulders on the north and western sides of the island are haul out sites for Long Nosed Fur 
Seals (Arctocephalus forsteri) and Australian Sea Lions (Neophoca cinerea). 

 

Australian Sea Lion (Neophoca cinerea) resting on West Island (R Shirlaw) 
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The island provides suitable habitat for a range of reptile species, including Marbled Gecko (Christinus marmoratus), 
Egernia cunninghami), Liopholis whitii) and Four-toed Earless Skink (Hemiergis 

peronii Egernia cunninghami) is considered to be Endangered in 
South Australia under the National Parks and Wildlife Act.  

 

Egernia cunninghami) (endangered within SA) is found on  
West Island and Newland Head Conservation Park (T Hands) 

Vegetation Communities  

Coastal Woodlands and Mallee  (Telfer and Milne 2016a) 
¶ Pink Gum (Eucalyptus fasciculosa) + Cup Gum (Eucalyptus cosmophylla) Low Woodland 
¶ Cup Gum (Eucalyptus cosmophylla) +/- Pink Gum (Eucalyptus fasciculosa) Low Open Woodland 

(revegetation) 
¶ Coastal White Mallee (Eucalyptus diversifolia ssp. diversifolia) +/- Cup Gum (Eucalyptus cosmophylla) +/- 

Pink Gum (Eucalyptus fasciculosa) +/- Dryland Tea-tree (Melaleuca lanceolata) Mallee with an understorey 
dominated by Yacca (Xanthorrhoea semiplana) + Leafless Bitter-pea (Daviesia brevifolia) 

¶ Coastal White Mallee (Eucalyptus diversifolia ssp. diversifolia) +/- Pink Gum (Eucalyptus fasciculosa) (patchy) 
Mallee 

¶ Coastal White Mallee (Eucalyptus diversifolia ssp. diversifolia) + Dryland Tea-tree (Melaleuca lanceolata) 
Very Low Open Forest/Mallee 
 

Coastal Dunes (Telfer and Milne 2016a) 
¶ Coast Daisy-bush (Olearia axillaris) +/- Coastal Wattle (Acacia longifolia ssp.  sophorae) +/- Coast Beard-

heath (Leucopogon parviflorus) +/- Common Boobialla (Myoporum insulare) Shrubland over Sea-berry 
Saltbush (Rhagodia candolleana ssp. candolleana) + Thyme Riceflower (Pimelea serpyllifolia ssp. 
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serpyllifolia) + Bower Spinach (Tetragonia implexicoma) +/- Coastal Climbing Lignum (Muehlenbeckia gunnii) 
+/- Short-stem Flax-lily (Dianella brevicaulis) 

¶ Coast Daisy-bush (Olearia axillaris) + Coast Silver Wattle (Acacia uncifolia) Shrubland 
 

Clifftop and coastal escarpment heath  (Telfer and Milne 2016a) 
¶ Coast Cushion Bush (Leucophyta brownii) +/- Scented Mat-rush (Lomandra effusa) Low Open 

Shrubland/Tussock Grassland  
¶ Cup Gum (Eucalyptus cosmophylla) + Coastal White Mallee (Eucalyptus diversifolia ssp. diversifolia) +/- Pink 

Gum (Eucalyptus fasciculosa) +/- Kangaroo Island Narrow-leaf Mallee (Eucalyptus cneorifolia) Very Low 
Open Woodland over a range of low shrubs including Yellow Gland-flower (Adenanthos terminalis) + Brush 
Heath (Brachyloma ericoides ssp. ericoides) + Sticky Cassinia (Cassinia uncata) 

¶ Pale Turpentine Bush (Beyeria lechenaultii) + Coast Daisy-bush (Olearia axillaris) +/- Blunt-leaf Ground-berry 
(Acrotriche cordata) Low Shrubland with emergent Coastal White Mallee (Eucalyptus diversifolia ssp. 
diversifolia) + Dryland Tea-tree (Melaleuca lanceolata) + Coast Beard-heath (Leucopogon parviflorus)  

¶ Coastal White Mallee (Eucalyptus diversifolia ssp. diversifolia) + Coast Beard-heath (Leucopogon parviflorus) 
+/- Dryland Tea-tree (Melaleuca lanceolata) Shrubland 
 

Introduced Grasslands and emergents  (Telfer and Milne 2016a). 
¶ * Perennial Veldt Grass (Ehrharta calycina) + *Phalaris sp. Grassland with emergent plantings 
¶ *Ehrharta spp. + *Trifolium spp. + *Vulpia spp. with emergent Yacca (Xanthorrhoea semiplana) + Coastal 

White Mallee (Eucalyptus diversifolia ssp. diversifolia) and areas of tree and shrub plantings 
 

West Island (Telfer and Milne 2016b) 
¶ The exposed south-western portion of the island supports a Round-leaf Pigface (Disphyma crassifolium ssp. 

clavellatum) +/- Ruby Saltbush (Enchylaena tomentosa var. tomentosa) +/- Bower Spinach (Tetragonia 
implexicoma) Low Forbland.  

¶ *New Zealand Mirror-bush (Coprosma repens) Shrubland occurs mainly around the more exposed rocky 
perimeters of the island.  

¶ *Tree Mallow (Malva arborea) Low Shrubland over a range of weedy grasses including *Perennial Veldt 
Grass (Ehrharta calycina) + *Bromus spp. + *Sea Barley-grass (Hordeum marinum) occurs across the flatter 
top of the island which supports shallow soils.  
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Figure 14.1 Vegetation Communities of Newland Head Conservation Park (Telfer and Milne 2016a). 
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Figure 14.2 Vegetation Communities of Newland Head Conservation Park (Telfer and Milne 2016a). 
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Nearshore Habitats  

Whole cell 

This cell forms part of the Encounter Marine Park. Most of the marine areas of cell F14 are within a Habitat Protection 
Zone (HPZ-7), part of the cell F14 is a Restricted Access Zone (RAZ-4). An aquatic reserve under the Fisheries 
Management Act 2007  (West Island Aquatic Reserve), restricting fishing activities to rod and line fishing, sits within 
cell F14. These areas include part of the nursery grounds for the endangered Southern Right Whale (Eubalaena 
australis). This area is part of a migratory pathway for Southern Right Whales and Humpback Whales (Megaptera 
novaeangliae ).  

The West Island Aquatic Reserve was proclaimed in November 1971 to protect sites that were used for abalone 
research from fishing within 100m of the island. With protection still in place for more than fifty years, the reserve 
area has provided refuge for a range of marine species and their associated habitats, enabling valuable long term 
ecological studies. 

Bryars (2013) describes the cell as dominated by two main habitats: continuous low-profile reef inshore to midshore, 
and bare sand/ soft bottom offshore. Other habitats include continuous medium/high profile reef inshore (including 
around West Island), and continuous medium seagrass in the sheltered lee of West Island (fig F14.3), 

The seagrass behind West Island is comprised of Amphibolis antarctica, A. griffithii, Halophila australis, 
Heterozostera nigricaulis, Posidonia denhartogii, and P. sinuosa (Haig et al. 2006). Subtidal reefs in the area are 
composed of granite or metamorphic rock with a cover of macroalgae and sessile invertebrates (Turner et al. 2007, 
DEH 2008). The inshore bare sand is characterised by a number of different beach systems including Petrel Cove 
and Kings Beach (Short 2001). 

The cell is regionally significant due to the beach (bare sand/ soft bottom) and reef habitats (Bryars 2013). 

Iconic marine species  

Western Blue Groper (Achoerodus gouldii) is a species of conservation concern and is protected throughout gulf 
waters, including Backstairs Passage eastwards to Newland Head (Drew et al. 2021). The south coast subregions are 
critical for the conservation of this species as these fish are site attached, slow growing and take years to reach 
sexual maturity (Bryars et al. 2012). Newland Head and West Island Outer in this cell, and Whalebone Beach and 
Encounter Deep in the Encounter subregion (F13-11), have the highest abundances of Western Blue Groper on the 
south coast. This species is rarely recorded in subregions located further north (Brook et al. 2020). Long term 

 assess any changes to 
populations from future development and urban infill.  
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The iconic and long lived Western Blue Groper (Achoerodus gouldii) (DEW) 

Subtidal and intertidal reefs  

Surveys of the subtidal reefs at West Island, Kings Head, The Flat Irons and Newland Head have found a high 
diversity of fishes, invertebrates and macroalgae (Shepherd and Womersley 1970, Edgar et al. 2006, Haig et al. 
2006, Turner et al. 2007, DEH 2008, Brook et al. 2020, Brock et al. 2023). The subtidal reef at The Flat Irons 
appears to have relatively high biodiversity compared to many other reefs around the Fleurieu Peninsula (DEH 
2008). The intertidal reef at Kings Beach has been surveyed for macroalgae, seagrasses and invertebrates 
(Benkendorff et al. 2008, Baring et al. 2010) and is characterised by a range of macroalgae (red, green and brown) 
and numerous (>45) mollusc species (Benkendorff et al. 2008). Benkendorff et al. (2008) reported that the intertidal 
reef at Kings Beach was a hotspot for mollusc species richness within the AMLR region, although Baring et al. (2010) 
found a relatively low number of invertebrate species at the site. The cell lies inside the Encounter Bay region, which 

-  
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Macroalgae beds of Golden Kelp (Ecklonia radiata) (S Bryars) 

The northern lee of West Island is a recognised location for the Leafy Sea Dragon, which is associated with the 
macroalgal reef and seagrass habitats in the area (Connolly et al. 2002). 

Bryars (2003) listed eight fish and two macroinvertebrate species for the sheltered beach habitat between King 
Head and Rosetta Head, nine fish and one macroinvertebrate species for the seagrass habitat in the lee of West 
Island, 13 fish and two macroinvertebrate species for the unvegetated soft bottom habitat between King Head and 
Middleton Point, 14 fish and two macroinvertebrate species for the unvegetated soft bottom habitat between Rapid 
Head and King Head, 16 fish and seven macroinvertebrate fisheries taxa for the reef habitat between King Head and 
Middleton Point, and 17 fish and seven macroinvertebrate fisheries taxa for the reef habitat between Rapid Head and 
King Head. 

The reef ecosystem baseline study (Brook et al., 2020) and current study by Brock et al. (2023) assessing the trends 
in the condition of rocky reef ecosystems of the greater Adelaide and Fleurieu Peninsula region found that the 
overall status of rocky reefs was stable or improving, based on several key indicators of condition (e.g., fish and 
macroinvertebrate species richness, community structure, large fish biomass, macroalgae percentage cover, and 
reef thermal index). The south coast subregion (cell F14) encompasses three long term monitoring sites Newland 
Head, Flat Irons and West Island Outer. These sites indicate that macroinvertebrate and fish species richness, large 
fish biomass and the percentage cover of canopy-forming algae has remained stable or is increasing at these sites 
(Brock et al. 2023). Marine species in the south coast subregion include 35 bony fish, one shark and ray, 33 species 
of marine invertebrate, and six species of crustacean (Brock et al. 2023, Edgar and Barrett (2012), Edgar and Stuart-
Smith (2014), Edgar et al. (2020)). High turbidity and sediment movement due to localised swell impedes regular reef 
sampling along the southern Fleurieu Peninsula coastline.  

Seagrass 

While the bare sand and seagrass habitats are likely to support a range of species (e.g. see Bryars 2003), no habitat 
condition or biological surveys appear to have been undertaken on these habitats within Cell F14. 
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Figure 14.3 Nearshore habitats of Cell F14. 
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Threats  

Whole cell 

This long and linear cell transitions from the highly developed urban areas of south coast to the more remote and 
rugged coastal areas with increased conservation values and larger areas of native vegetation. However, a number 
of threats still persist within this cell, including numbers of exotic plants, cliff instability, land ownership and land use. 
Minor, but significant contributions are made by the distribution of aggressive weeds, dune instability (cliff top dunes 
near Newland Head Conservation Park), vegetation block isolation, shape and size (Caton et al 2007). 

The following declared red alert weeds have been detected within this cell: Bridal creeper (Asparagus 
asparagoides), Bridal Veil (Asparagus declinatus), African Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum), Boneseed 
(Chrysanthemoides monilifera ssp. monilifera), Coast Tea-tree (Gaudium laevigatum), Skeleton Weed (Chondrilla 
juncea), Salvation Jane (Echium plantagineum), Blowfly Bush (Rhamnus alaternus), Sallow Wattle (Acacia longifolia 
ssp. longifolia), South African Orchid (Disa bracteate), Sea Spurge (Euphorbia paralias), Olives (Olea europaea ssp. 
europaea), Coastal Galenia (Aizoon pubescens), Galenia (Aizoon secundum), Cape Weed (Arctotheca calendula), 
Hottentot Fig (Carpobrotus edulis ssp. edulis), Kikuyu (Cenchrus clandestinus), Freesia (Freesia leichtlinii), Broad-leaf 
Cotton-bush (Gomphocarpus cancellatus), Pyramid Tree (Lagunaria patersonii), Sea-lavender (Limonium 
companyonis), Tree Mallow (Malva arborea), Common Iceplant (Mesembryanthemum crystallinum), Pincushion 
(Sixalix atropurpurea), Sparaxis (Sparaxis bulbifera), Buffalo Grass (Stenotaphrum secundatum), Ursinia (Ursinia 
anthemoides), Soursob (Oxalis pes-caprae), Perennial Veldt Grass (Ehrharta calycina), New Zealand Mirror-bush 
(Coprosma repens), Sharp Rush (Juncus acutus) and Apple of Sodom (Solanum linnaeanum). 

Clifftop instability and erosion are experienced across the length of the cell. Historical vegetation clearance for 
grazing or farming has affected soil stability and led to increased erosion, coupled with increased visitation along the 
Wild South Coast Way Trail. The narrow strip of vegetation that was added to the conservation park east along the 
cliffs required considerable erosion control (cliff top dunes) and revegetation by the Friends of Newland Head and is 
now relatively stable. 

As described in Bryars (2013), the coastline is sparsely populated and has virtually no freshwater inputs, such that 
nutrient and sediment inputs from stormwater and catchment flows to the nearshore environment are likely to be 
insignificant. Diffuse run-off, small creeks and cliff top erosion have some potential to create an impact. 

Bryars (2013) identified threats to seagrass and reef were low. Bryars (2013) notes the relatively small area of 
seagrass (all of which lies inshore) and the consequence of catchment water impacts on nearshore habitats could be 
moderate, but that the likelihood of this occurring was remote. There are much larger areas of reef (all of which lie 
inshore/midshore), with the consequence of catchment water impacts potentially minor. Biological surveys of the 
seagrass and bare sand habitats are required to better understand habitat values and compile meaningful species 
lists for the cell. Collaboration between agencies, researchers, and community to monitor seagrass condition and 
inform active management. Opportunities for increased coordinated between community groups and volunteers to 
support landscape scale conservation approach to coastal management.  

Potential pest animal threats to coastal fauna and flora from rabbits (Oryctolagus cuniculus), foxes (Vulpes vulpes), 
and cats (Felis catus). Black Rat (Rattus rattus) and House Mouse (Mus musculus) have also been recorded in this cell 
(Telfer and Milne 2016a). Coordinated collaboration between landowners and managers is required to manage pest 
animals (refer to regional pest management strategies). 

A sighting of the declared pest Common Myna (Acridotheres tristis) in Encounter Bay (on the coastal slopes adjacent 
to cell F12) was reported in 2024, and this is the only known location of the bird in South Australia. This aggressive 
invasive species, also known as the Indian Myna, is established throughout eastern Australia and poses a threat by 
evicting native birds from their nests, destroying eggs, and killing chicks. They also damage crops and orchards and 
are a nuisance for residents. A pest alert remains in place for any sightings to be reported via MynaScan to aid 
eradication efforts. 

Diseases, such as Avian cholera, are a threat to waterbirds in the cell (seabirds, waterfowl, penguin). Zoonotic threats 
to marine wildlife from humans (and vice versa). Link to national wildlife health and biosecurity plans. 

Several butterfly and skipper species that have localised populations are limited in capacity for dispersal and/or 
colonisation of new sites. The lack of suitable habitats, weed invasion and interconnectivity between habitats 
prohibits movements and, therefore, creates localised isolation of populations. Urbanisation of coastal areas reduces 
the efficiency of species movements that could otherwise occur. Several species are now restricted to pockets of 
isolated habitats, resulting in some being vulnerable to population collapse (Stolarski 2024). 
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Planning and Development Code zoning for the cell from Petrel Cove to Newland Head CP boundary is outside the 
Conservation Zone in Rural land to the high-water mark and hence is not subject to the coastal hazard zone 
provisions or the protections given in many other coastal areas. 

Petrel Cove to Kings Head 

Small bays are suitable habitat for Hooded Plovers, however visitor disturbance, including from dogs off leashes, 
may be limiting nesting activity.  

Improved track and viewing platforms have supported increased visitation for whale watching, which can have 
impacts such as erosion, informal access, vegetation trampling, litter, and weed spread. Community education, 
monitoring of visitor usage, and maintenance is required to increase awareness of coastal values and support 
appropriate behaviours.  

 

Kings Head with walking trail and pocket beaches along the Wild South Coast Way (Heysen Trail) from Petrel Cove  
(Coast Protection Board, March 2024) 

Newland Head Conservation Park  

Threats to the substantial biodiversity conservation values in Newland Head Conservation Park include weed 
infestation and high kangaroo numbers, which threaten revegetation efforts. Other management issues of concern 
include total grazing and predation by pest animals (i.e. foxes, cats, rabbits, brown hares (Lepus capensis), black rats 
(Rattus rattus), House Mouse (Mus musculus), erosion, and recreation activities such as hiking, camping, illegal 
sandboarding and illegal mountain biking. 

Introduced weeds threaten the diversity and structure of the native vegetation communities at Newland Head 
Conservation Park, with many declared and red alert species recorded. Weeds threaten significant flora in this cell 
and some species, such as Bridal Creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), Bridal Veil (Asparagus declinatus) and 
Boneseed (Chrysanthemoides monilifera ssp. monilifera), are established Weeds of National Significance (WoNS), 
which are located in difficult access areas. Other key species for control include Western Coastal Wattle (Acacia 
cyclops), Pyp Grass (Ehrharta villosa ), Coast Tea-tree (Gaudium laevigatum), African Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissium), 
Blowfly Bush (Rhamnus alaternus) and Gorse (Ulex europaeus). Ongoing control and investment are critical to 
addressing high priority weeds and maintaining conservation values for the Conservation Park. 

Within and near Newland Head Conservation Park there is grazing pressure from kangaroo numbers, which impact 
regeneration and revegetation efforts. Western Grey Kangaroo (Macropus fuliginosus) numbers within Newland 
Head Conservation Park and surrounding areas are generally considered to be high and of concern (DEH 2004). 
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Failure to manage kangaroo grazing pressure at Newland Head Conservation Park is likely to result in reduced 
survivorship and recruitment of native vegetation, leading to altered vegetation composition and structure, increased 
invasion by weed species and reduced success from revegetation efforts, as well as sand dune disturbance and 
subsequent erosion (Telfer and Milne 2016a). There may be potential grazing impacts from deer due to their close 
proximity in adjacent private and public lands. 

 

Western Grey Kangaroo (Macropus fuliginosus) mobs are commonly seen within the cell (M Stokes) 

Increased visitation via day walkers on the Heysen Trail (Wild South Coast Way) and large community walking events 
have the potential to increase weed incursions, damage vegetation, introduce litter, and disturb native fauna.  

A number of unauthorised activities also occur within the park, including sand-boarding down the dunes that front 
Waitpinga Beach and Parsons Beach, mountain biking, which occurs along the Waitpinga cliffs section of the Heysen 
Trail, hunting, campfires, off-track walking, littering and bringing pets and other animals into the park.  

Telfer and Milne (2016a) detail erosion is evident on the dunes backing Waitpinga Beach and Parsons Beach, 
potentially due in part to natural coastal processes such as storm damage and fire, but also caused by recreation 
activities such as sand-boarding and the establishment of car parks, boardwalks and associated infrastructure. Run-
off from the roadway and carparks has also caused some gully erosion. There is also evidence of erosion on parts of 
the Heysen Trail, caused by trampling and compaction, as well as hikers wandering off the designated pathway and 
into adjacent sensitive clifftop vegetation to gain a better view of the coastline. 

There is a risk of wildfire events within Newland Head CP due to its size and connected landscapes, with the most 
recent fires in Spring 2009 burning approximately 6.6ha, and in Summer 2011 approximately 150ha burnt (Telfer and 
Milne, 2016a).  

West Island 

The diversity and structure of the native vegetation communities on West Island have been modified considerably 
over the last 150 years, due in part to grazing pressure caused by large numbers of rabbits in the past (Telfer and 
Milne 2016b). Tern species nesting areas on West Island have been reduced by the spread of woody weeds. It is 
possible that Greater Crested Terns may now alternate between islands depending on local conditions (Telfer and 
Milne 2016b).  

Weeds of concern that threaten the current native vegetation communities and biodiversity values on the island are 
Bridal Creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), New Zealand Mirror-bush (Coprosma repens), Coastal Galenia (Aizoon 
pubescens), African Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissium), Tree Mallow (Malva arborea) and Kikuyu grass (Cenchrus 
clandestinus). Significant weed populations (Tree mallow, boxthorn and kikuyu) have reduced in recent years, with 
ongoing control efforts required to maintain seabird colonies on the island.  
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Sea-berry Saltbush (Rhagodia candolleana ssp. candolleana) and weedy Tree Mallow (Malva arborea)  
growing on top of West Island (C Jackson) 

Little Penguins have virtually disappeared from West Island, however sighting of a small number that have returned 
following successful control of kikuyu, which was impacting burrows. Impacts are known to occur to breeding Little 
Penguins by restricting access to their nesting burrows and birds can become fatally entangled when they try to 

decline has been the impetus for research, monitoring and development of management actions to gain baseline 
information on populations across the region, increase awareness of conservation issues and to investigate causes 
of declines (Telfer and Milne 2016b).The invasion of Tree Mallow and, to a lesser extent, Boxthorn and New Zealand 
Mirror-bush has smothered the open areas critical to the terns, while creating suitable cover and nesting material for 
Silver Gulls (Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae novaehollandiae). 

Large numbers of introduced Common Starlings (Sturnus vulgaris) and Feral Pigeon (Columba livia) breed and/or 
roost on the island. Starlings are known vectors of Boxthorn seed, a significant weed on West Island. 

The West Island jetty and ladder is in disrepair and no longer provides access to the island. Appropriate removal and 
reinstatement of the structure needs to be undertaken as a priority to ensure access for ongoing conservation 
management and monitoring of seabirds. Access is critical to enable maintenance of efforts to control declared and 
other woody weeds that provide unique habitat for seabird colonies, particularly breeding sites which are largely 
limited to small offshore islands in this region.  

West Island research facilities are in disrepair, impacting research and shelter opportunities for staff, contractors, and 
researchers. This also has implications for costs of management, requiring additional boat trips and resourcing for 
visitation. 
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West Island research facilities and jetty structure require repair and maintenance (C Taylor) 

Opportunities  

Manage visitor numbers and impacts to ensure coastal areas can support growing demand, while maintaining and 
improving the quality of experiences without diminishing the values of the cell. Investigate improved infrastructure 
and fencing to ensure for environmentally and culturally sensitive path formalisation and low-impact walking trails, 
and further opportunities to reduce impacts on the coastal environment. Education, restrictions and compliance 
regarding off-leash dogs (excluding within the conservation park). Collaborate with First Nations communities, 
tourism operators and agencies to support community education and monitor visitor usage, with the aim of 
enhancing visitor awareness of coastal ecological and cultural values and promoting appropriate behaviours. 

Community education opportunities regarding: 

¶ Migratory and residential shorebirds (beach nesting birds, such as Hooded Plovers and Sooty 
Oystercatchers) and seabirds (dogs on leads, nesting sites, managing visitor disturbance) and interpretive 
signage at high use areas. 

¶ Unique and valuable coastal landscape (for example, wildflowers, birds, and mammals) 

¶ Fragile nature of coastal areas that are sensitive to foot traffic, soil compaction and erosion. 

¶ Education and targeted communications regarding marine parks, nearshore habitats. 

¶ Increased cultural awareness training and knowledge of culturally appropriate processes to respect known 
cultural heritage sites for land managers and coastal community groups  

¶ Citizen science monitoring to contribute to intertidal reef monitoring, Seagrass restoration, dolphin watch, 
beach pole monitoring, Fleurieu seabird monitoring program and beach nesting birds. 

¶ Coastal gardens and resident education  

¶ Value of place and coastal values, responsible beach use and reducing human impact on dunes. 

¶ There is opportunity for signage renewal across coastal areas to educate the community about coastal 
conservation, cultural significance and appropriate behaviours across the Fleurieu Peninsula coast. 

Opportunity to work with nature-based tourism (commercial and recreational) operators and community volunteers to 
increase education and stewardship of local coastal environments and protection of species 

This cell (along with The Bluff F13 and Newland Head cell F15) is highlighted as one of three areas including 
Normanville Dunes (F23-F24) and the beaches and lower slopes of Fishery Beach, Lands End, Cape Jervis and 
Morgans Beach (F19 - F20) within this plan to have high conservation and high threat values. As a result, the priority 
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of actions (conservation and threat) for these areas have been rated higher than in other cells and warrant prioritised 
effort and investment.  

Monitor areas of erosion and cliff instability and undertake remediation as required.  

Stolarski (2024) proposes survey for butterfly habitats and priority species, as limited survey has been undertaken. 
Increase suitable habitat for coastal butterfly populations, including planting of host plants in coastal areas to 
increase habitat suitability for local introductions. 

 

White-bellied Sea Eagles (Haliaeetus leucogaster) are one of several coastal raptors recorded in this cell (A Chuck) 

This cell is important for coastal raptors and ongoing monitoring and management is critical to minimise visitor 
disturbance and to support habitat condition for raptor populations. It is also important for marine mammals, 
including an increase in use by mother and calf Southern Right Whales (however, there is some conflict potential 
with reactional activities).  

As part of the Coastal Dune and Clifftop Vegetation Surveys (1995 1997) (Opperman 1999), long-term monitoring 
sites were established across South Australia and the Southern Fleurieu region to assess the structure and 
composition of coastal dune and clifftop plant communities, and their relationships to regional and environmental 
factors. Given that nearly 30 years have passed since these surveys were undertaken, there is strong potential for 
shifts in geographical range and changes in species composition due to the long-term impacts of climate change. 
The Survey of Remnant Vegetation of the Southern Fleurieu Peninsula involved biological surveys conducted 
between 1987 and 1991 to establish baseline data on remnant vegetation and swamps in the region south of 
Adelaide, South Australia. 

During the development of this plan, and through the assessment of flora and fauna (both native and introduced) 
species lists available via the Biological Database of South Australia (BDBSA), significant gaps were identified 
between recorded species and known species distributions within cells. To address these data deficiencies and 
improve the accuracy of long-term ecological records, both above foundational vegetation survey projects should be 
repeated and incorporated into an ongoing monitoring program. Fauna assessments across cells to establish 
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population baselines, update existing records and species distribution, particularly of underrepresented groups 
(reptiles and invertebrates) should be undertaken. 

There is opportunity for collaboration between partners, such as National Parks, Marine Parks, First Nations, 
landscape boards, community and nature-based tourism operators for monitoring of seabird, coastal raptors, marine 
mammals and other wildlife.  

Supporting community volunteer, First Nations and land manager efforts to undertake priority restoration and 
conservation work in this cell. Strengthening partnerships with adjoining landowners, volunteer organisations, 
researchers, and the wider community to foster collaboration and long-term management benefits for biodiversity 
protection and restoration. 

Crown coastal reserve and large public and private ownership of coastal cliff line. Consider program with land 
owners for landscape-scale conservation and connectivity (restore coastal cliff and heath communities) between 
Kings Head and Cape Jervis. Increasing plant and animal resilience to progressive climate change is important for 
this area and can be assisted by improving connectivity between remnant vegetation patches. 

Petrel Cove to Kings Head 

Management of visitation, foxes and dogs may increase nesting opportunities for beach nesting birds.  

Targeted weed control of priority species to prevent spread into conservation park and restoration on local coastal 
species to improve erosion prone coastal slopes and species diversity. 

Newland Head Conservation Park  

Weed management is a key priority to help retain the biodiversity values in Newland Head. While many introduced 
plants are only a problem in disturbed parts of the park or remain in open areas with a history of grazing, declared 
and red alert weeds are a high priority for control, as they are actively invading intact native vegetation and 
displacing or choking out native plant species. Ongoing monitoring for, and mapping of, new weed infestations 
should also be undertaken as part of the weed control program (Telfer and Milne 2016a). 

Management and monitoring of total grazing pressures on valuable habitat in the Newland Head Conservation Park 
should be prioritised. Reduction in kangaroo populations needs to be undertaken within a local and regional context, 
by undertaking regular kangaroo counts/monitoring to ascertain whether the population is beyond sustainable 
levels; and encouraging neighbouring landholders to control kangaroo numbers on their properties. Introduced 

priority in terms of active management strategies (DEH 2004). A targeted program of fox and cat control should be 
supported within and surrounding the park with adjoining landowners, preceding and throughout the breeding 
season for species such as the Vulnerable Hooded Plover, which nests on the ground and is at risk of predation by 
foxes and cats. 

Targeted interventions to protect, conserve and restore threatened/rare plant species and communities, including 
weed control. Support new populations of rare plants through propagation, and establishment of new communities 
to reduce pressures on isolated populations and increase species diversity. 

Known butterfly habitats and host plants exist within cell. Explore potential for extension of existing habitats and 
reintroduction of locally extinct populations (see whole cell). 

Maintain and support invaluable volunteer effort for Newland Head Conservation Park. 

Increased visitation and use of trails across the cell to be monitored to prevent further erosion and associated 
vegetation loss. Land managers and the Friends of Newland Head CP continue to monitor eroded sites and 
implement prevention measures and rehabilitation programs, as necessary. 

Consider controlled burning options as an important management strategy in some habitats to increase vegetation 
biomass and plant species richness. A review of fire regimes and ecological/cultural burns is currently being 
undertaken for this cell as part of the South-western Fleurieu Peninsula Fire Management Plan (DEH 2009). Consider 
prescribed burning as a suitable management approach, with the aim of preserving the conservation value of the 
heath habitats for threatened species.  
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West Island 

West Island was a significant Fairy Tern (Sternula nereis nereis) colony and there is opportunity to maintain and 
improve habitat values, including undertaking weed control and for potential re-establishment of species on the 
island through use of decoys. Ongoing monitoring of seabird populations is important. 

The ongoing control of weed species, particularly in the areas traditionally used by nesting terns, is strongly 
(Egernia 

cunninghami) populations, which rely on berries of New Zealand Mirror-bush (Coprosma repens) and African 
Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum).  

Northern side of West Island has large areas of woody weeds including significant areas of New Zealand Mirror-bush (Coprosma 
repens) and African Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum) (C Taylor) 

Local native species including Common Boobialla (Myoporum insulare), Pale Flax-lily (Dianella longifolia var. 
grandis), Short-stem Flax-lily (Dianella brevicaulis), Ruby Saltbush (Enchylaena tomentosa var. tomentosa), Berry 
Saltbush (Atriplex semibaccata) and Coast Bonefruit (Threlkeldia diffusa) should continue to be planted as part of 
revegetation efforts to increase populations to provide an appropriate and alternative food source.  


